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by years of mass struggle of workers, peasants and students; and this rem ains 
a historic exam ple even should U nited States im perialism  succeed in tem porarily 
destroying it.
In conclusion, I would repeat th a t the  subject of the  article — " th e  position 
of the various left wing or left of centre sections of the  A LP” — cannot be studied 
apart from th e  developm ent of united  struggle and the  influence of a m uch 
strengthened m arxist-lenin ist partv.
R a l p h  G ib s o n
THE AUSTRALIAN “URBAN GUERRILLA”
I WAS IN T E R ESTE D  T O  READ the m aterial in your last issue about the 
struggle in L atin  Am erica, and  to learn th a t the  views of Carlos M arighela on 
waging the m ain  battle  by guerrilla  warfare in  u rb an  areas were also to be 
published. A ustralian revolutionaries should have a ttitu d es of respect for anti 
solidarity with, the  u rb an  guerrillas of Latin America who arc engaged in 
heroic struggle against the  repression, to rtu re  and poverty perpetrated  by 
present ru lers and their US overlords, bu t I th ink  th e  different approaches 
needed in Australia should also be pointed  out.
T h e  M inirnanual o f the Urban Guerrilla by Carlos M arighela outlines the 
m ethods of the  Brazilian u rb an  guerrillas carried o u t in copybook fashion by 
the  kidnappings of the Ambassadors and subsequent release of a num ber of 
left wing political prisoners. T h e  justness and necessity of arm ed u rb an  revo lu ­
tionary struggle in such contexts as th a t prevailing  in Brazil seems obvious. 
Arm ed struggle, u rb an  and  ru ra l, as a revolutionary m ethod is undoubtedly  
valid in countries where political repression, to rtu re  and violence is the  order 
of the  day, where g rind ing  poverty and total lack of political righ ts depress 
the  mass of people.
Arm ed guerrilla  action is only possible, and justified, in specific conditions, 
when th a t form of struggle is the  only real avenue open, when it can inspire 
and mobilise masses of people or has th a t distinct possibility. T h e  Chinese and 
C uban revolutions am ply illu stra te  th is po in t. As M artin  O ppenheim er puts 
it “Society m ust suffer from  sufficient strains so as to allow (armed) revolutionary 
activity to ‘m ake sense’ ”, T h e  L atin  Am erican u rb an  guerrilla  therefore deals 
w ith m achine guns, explosives and firing groups as well as leaflets, slogans and 
political action.
However ou r A ustralian u rb an  guerrilla  is a revolutionary, a socialist, arm ed 
w ith substantiated  criticism  of th e  system and w ith a t least some kind of 
revolutionary perspective, who protests, dem onstrates, speaks and writes, sup ­
ports the  NLF, sits in, fights to organise arid educate large num bers of students 
and workers to  an anti-capitalist position and is p repared  to wage a manysided 
and  protracted  fight for a socialist Australia,
O u r u rban  guerrilla  studies M arx, Lenin, Mao, Marcuse, Guevara, Gramsci, 
Chomsky and all writers w ho have con tribu ted  to th e  wealth of social theory, 
regarding their works as a valuable assistant to the  form ation of a coherent 
and  viable socialist strategy in  Australia. O ur guerrilla  seeks to assist the 
developm ent of counter cu ltu re  and counter structures and strives to  pose 
challenges to the capitalist system which are difficult to absorb and which 
awaken peoples’ consciousness.
Carlos M arighela in his M inim anual discusses the  seven sins of the  u rban  
guerrilla. W hile the  contexts are vastly d ifferen t th e  “seven sins” can be con­
sidered in  an A ustralian setting too. He lists inexperience, boasting, vanity, 
exaggerating one’s strength , precipitous action, a ttacking the  enemy when h e ’s 
most angry and  failure to  p lan  and organise.
In  A ustralian (and US) circumstances the trends towards elitism  are cause 
for concern. No elite, no small band  of determ ined  m en can substitu te  for 
mass revolutionary  action nor m anufacture o r impose a revolutionary situ a ­
tion. As the  Negro ex-G.I. Andrew Pulley observed: “Some people say the 
American working class is no t radical, and  so they  try  to make a revolution 
for them  by holding a weekly insurrection”.
R evolutionaries need political organisation, a political party  em bracing work­
ers, students, academics, etc., whose influence can be widely exerted and reach 
circles which no elite group  can hope to do, whose m ain purpose, as posed 
by C hristopher Lasch, is to “in troduce socialist perspectives in to  political debate, 
to create b road consciousness of alternatives not em braced by the  present system, 
to show both by teaching and by its own exam ple th a t life under socialism 
would be preferable . . .”
Such a party  M artin  O ppenheim er (Urban Guerrilla, Penguin) suggests “m ust 
reflect a  genuine m ovem ent from the bottom  up . I t  cannot be slapped togethei 
by an ad hoc group a t the  top. I t  m ust represent, in a genuine way, local, 
neighborhood, cam pus and work-place groups which are already functioning 
along anti-establishm ent lines. Furtherm ore it m ust seriously orien t itself to 
the  problem s of w hite and blue collar workers, for these are the only classes 
which, due to  their relationship  to the function ing  of m odern society, have 
the  po ten tial for m aking a revolution and the  capability  of carrying it through 
on a dem ocratic basis”.
If such points are taken in to  account the M inim anua l provides an  interesting 
source of study and inform ation.
J o h n  Se n d y
AUTHOR’S CHALLENGE
W IT H  REFEREN CE to Mr. T eichm ann’s review of A N ew  Britannia  (A L R , 
30) there  are a num ber of points I would like to m ake in reply b u t in  order 
to secure a tten tio n  on his allegation of plagiarism  I will no t do so at this time. 
Instead I w ant to  say two things about this allegation.
One, it is com pletely un true.
Two, I challenge Mr. Teichm ann to present to  a com m ittee of three of our 
academic peers a fully docum ented case dem onstra ting  which ideas I took from 
the B.A. (Hons.) thesis of Dr. J. B. Dalton. In  tu rn  I will present a reb u tta l 
and  all relevant m aterial. T h e  m em bership of this com m ittee would be subject 
to m u tu a l agreem ent, b u t (w ithout having consulted them ) I nom inate R obin 
Gollan, Russel W ard and Ian  T u rner.
I would expect this offer to  be taken up im m ediately or for a full retraction  
(I do no t care for an apology from Mr. Teichm ann) to appear in A L R  32.
H u m p h r e y  M c Q u e e n
Due to the  la te  receip t of the  above, any replies and comments will have to be 
m ade in  subsequent issues.—Ed.
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